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So the one that is in a state of hadath, it is forbidden 

for such a one salah, tawaf, touching the mushaf – part of 

it, even the pages and its corners with commentary – with 

his hand or other part of his body without any barrier. It is 

not impermissible to carry it with a strap, in a bag or 

suitcase…  

Commentary of Imam Al-Buhuti:  

So it is impermissible for the one without wudu’ or in a state of junub with the ability to purify 

himself to perform salah, due to the hadith of Ibn `Umar, where the Prophet, peace and blessings of 

Allah be upon him, said, “Allah does not accept a salah without purification, nor any sadaqah 

coming from exaggeration”. This has been narrated in all seven collections with the exception of Al-

Bukhari. This ruling counts for the compulsory salah and the optional, sajdah of tilawah, the sajdah of 

shukr, the Salat ul-Janazah. The one who should salah while in a state of hadath is not an unbeliever. 

It is also impermissible for the one in a state of hadath to make tawaf, compulsory or optional, due to 

the statement of the Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, “Tawaf around the House is 

salah, with the exception that Allah has allowed speaking in it”. This was narrated by Imam Ash-

Shafi`ii.  

Furthermore, it is impermissible to touch the mushaf or a part of it, even if one is small, due to the 

statement of the Glorified and Exalted, None should touch it except the purified. [Surat ul-Waqi`ah 

(56), ayah 78] There is also the hadith of `Abdullah ibn `Amr ibn Hazm from his father, from his 

grandfather, who said that the Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, wrote to the king of 

Yemen in a letter that had in it, “None should touch the Qur’an except the purified”. This is 

collected by Al-Athram, An-Nasa’ii, Ad-Daraqutni and also used by Imams Ahmad and Malik. Even 

in the case of the binding or the cover of a mushaf, it is not permissible as all of this falls under what 

is called “the mushaf” and the same prohibition counts for selling it. So whether he touches it with his 

hand or any other thing that makes direct contact then he has touched it; but if someone touches it 

with a barrier then it is not impermissible as touching is only when there is no barrier. It is not 

impermissible to carry it with a strap, in a bag or suitcase when one has not touched it. The reason for 

this is that the prohibition is to do with touching and not carrying.  
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Likewise the turning of pages with an object or using 

a stick to do so is permitted. The same thing holds for 

touching the books of commentary and the text of 

recitation that one is working on and the young child can 

touch the wooden board that has written on it some 

portions of the Qur’an.  

It is impermissible to touch the mushaf with anything 

that is najis, travel with it to Dar ul-Harb, ship it there or 

any books that have any knowledge or details mentioned 

of the Qur’an.  

 

Commentary of Imam Al-Buhuti:  

It is not impermissible for someone who requires wudu’ or ghusl that he turn the pages of the mushaf 

with an object, a stick or something such as that. It is likewise permitted for such a one to touch books 

of commentary and similar things, like books of fiqh, messages or documents with ayat from the 

Qur’an as this one is not touching the mushaf. Also, it is permitted to carry the texts where there are 

things of Allah mentioned in them, even if it is a text of today’s Tawrah, Injil and also ta`widh with 

verses from the Qur’an. The same holds true if someone like this were to touch clothing that have ayat 

of the Qur’an in them, silver that has been embossed with Qur’an. It is also permissible to help the 

small child by allowing him to touch the board that has Qur’an in it which does not have the writing 

on it and he is touching the blank portions. He should have the section of his body that might have any 

najasah on and purify it and he should not touch the mushaf before he has completed purification. It is 

impermissible to touch the books of Qur’an or dhikr with something najis or writing them with 

something najis. It was said by Imam Ibn `Aqil, “Indeed the one who intended to write the Qur’an 

with najis and set out to do so should and he has done this with attempt to disrespect it, then it is 

compulsory to kill this individual”. Someone who went to write something with najasah or write on it 

or in it with something najas, then the area affected should be cleaned and washed off.  

It is impermissible to touch the mushaf with a part of the body that is najis as this has been discussed 

and mentioned by Imam Ibn Muflih who said, “The same ruling counts for writing or touching the 

Dhikr of Allah with something najis”. It is not impermissible to touch these books with something 

pure when there is no najasah connected to it. It is impermissible to travel with a mushaf to Dar ul-

Harb due to the narrations on the topic and it is impermissible to ship it there or books of knowledge 

that have Qur’an written in them. It is impermissible to throw it around in boxes, lean on it, fling it or 

sell it.  
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It is impermissible to write Qur’an with anything that 

is low in value or despicable. It is disliked stretching one’s 

legs toward it, putting one’s back towards it, to writing it 

or inscribing it with gold and silver although it is 

permissible to perfume it.  

 

Commentary of Imam Al-Buhuti:  

Imam Ahmad says of books of hadith in the boxes, “If someone places them in there as he fears 

someone might steal them in transit, then there is no harm in that”. It is impermissible to write the 

Qur’an using things that are low or despicable like the urine of an animal. It is also impermissible to 

sit on it and other such things. Shaikh Taqi ud-Din Ibn Taymiyyah said that, “There is Consensus on 

this matter and it is compulsory to rub out whatever was written with najasah.” Imam Ahmad said, “It 

is not right that any of the Qur’an should be written with something low in value or despicable.” 

Imam Ibn `Aqil said, “It is disliked that it would be written on the walls of masjids, whether as dhikr 

or otherwise. The reason for this is that it will distract the one that is making salah in the masjid”. 

Imam Ahmad disliked the purchasing of clothing with the Dhikr of Allah the Exalted etched on it, 

someone sitting on it or taking it lightly. It is also mentioned in Al-Bukhari that with old copies or 

portions beyond use that they would burn them out of respect for the Speech [of Allah]. It is also 

narrated that `Uthman would bury some mushafs between the grave and the mimbar. Imam Ahmad 

ibn Hanbal said, “If a mushaf should become beyond use, then you should bury it”. 

It is also disliked that someone should stretch his legs towards it or put his back to it and likewise all 

the book of knowledge that have any Qur’an in them as this is a mark of respect. It is also disliked to 

place it on the ground without any place to put it nor need that requires that. A man once threw a book 

in front of Imam Ahmad and this angered him. The Imam said, “Is this how the People of Knowledge 

are to behave?” It is disliked to ornament the mushaf with gold and silver and as Imam az-Zaghuni 

said, “It is impermissible to write it with gold as this is ornamenting the mushafs and this was 

prophesied. If this happens one should take off the gold and give it as zakah and if it is intermingled 

one should write over it using a humbler substance”. Imam Mahfuz al-Kalwadhani said, “If someone 

has put gold in the Qur’an and can take it off, the gold should be given as zakah and this should be 

removed and measured”.  

It is also impermissible to ornament the books of knowledge in the same way as we discussed 

ornamenting the Qur’an although it is permissible to scent the mushaf and was considered 

praiseworthy by Imam Al-Amidi for doing that. 
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It is also valid to kiss it and writing to the unbelievers 

using two ayat or less for admonition. 

 

Commentary of Imam Al-Buhuti:  

So it is praiseworthy to perfume the mushaf as the Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, 

perfumed the Ka`bah and what was beside that of the walls and curtains. He also ordered people to 

perfume and use incense in the masjids, so the mushaf takes more precedence.  

It is permissible to kiss the mushaf without any reservations at all as this is the way of gaining 

nearness to Allah. There is no analogy that enters into this at all. Where there is analogy then it is not 

praiseworthy to do an action. Respect and magnification can only be known through sources and 

because of this `Umar ibn al-Khattab said to the black stone, “If I had not seen the Messenger of 

Allah, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, kiss you I would not have done so”. Ibn `Abbas 

repudiated Mu`awiyah when he saw him kissing the pillars of the Ka`bah as this was an increase. The 

proof established here is that there is no increase in something that has not been established. Taqi ud-

Din Ibn Taymiyyah said, “When the people happen to stand up for one another in gatherings, then the 

Qur’an has more right than that”. 

It is permitted to write two ayat or less than that to the unbelievers for admonition as it is mentioned 

in the collected of Abu Bakr Al-Athram that the Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, 

wrote a letter to the idol worshippers. It is also impermissible to contradict the writing system for the 

mushaf that was established by `Uthman regarding the writing of waw, ya’ and alif and the other 

particulars. This was specifically mentioned by Imam Ahmad as well. The unbeliever is prevented 

from touching the mushaf without any difference of opinion and from reading it and owning one. If he 

should happen to own one by inheritance or other similar matter, then someone should come forward 

and if necessary with force take ownership from that individual. The individual may look at a copy 

but without touching it or carrying it as mentioned by Al-Qadi Abu Ya`la Al-Baghdadid in his text, 

Footnotes.   
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